
Syllabus – Evironmental Science 
Fall 2008 

Mr. Ozawa – Room B3 
Email: wozawa@techhighschool.org   –   Phone: (404) 550-9403 

billozawa@hotmail.com 

 

Course Description: 

The Environmental Science curriculum is designed to extend student investigations that began in grades K-8.  

This curriculum is extensively performance, lab and field based.  It integrates the study of many components of 

our environment, including the human impact on our planet.  Instruction should focus on student data collection 

and analysis.  Some concepts are global; in those cases, interpretation of global data sets from scientific sources is 

strongly recommended.  It would be appropriate to utilize resources on the Internet for global data sets and 

interactive models. Chemistry, physics, mathematical, and technological concepts should be integrated throughout 

the course.  Whenever possible, careers related to environmental science should be emphasized.  
(GA DOE) 

Materials:

To be brought every day 

1. Textbook – Environmental Science 10
th
 ed., 

Prentice Hall  

2. Binder and paper – Ruled 

3. Pen (dark-blue or black ink only) 

4. Calculator – Basic (+, -, x, ÷, sq. rt.)

To be brought on Lab Days 

5. Lab notebook – 9 ¾” x 7 ½” Bound 

To be brought on Project Days 

6. Colored Pencils and highlighters

Statement of Relevance: 

The human population uses matter and energy within an ecosystem to obtain food, goods, and raw materials for 

survival and enterprise.  As the Earth's population grows, all must come to understand the  relationships between 

Earth's systems, stability and change in these systems, and the effect of human activities and technology on ecosystems. 
 

Classroom Policies and Procedures: 

1. Respect yourselves and others at all times. 

2. Be prepared – All are expected to arrive on time with the proper materials needed for the day’s activities. 

3. Be in the right place, at the right time, doing the right thing, with the right materials. 

4. No eating or drinking in the lab. 

5. Follow all school policies and procedures reflected in the Tech High Family Handbook. 

6. Follow all prescribed safety procedures during labs including wearing provided safety equipment.  Failure to 

do so may result in a zero score for that lab.  Prior to working on lab experiments, students must successfully 

complete a Lab Safety Assessment    _________ Parent initials _________ Student initials 

7. Students are to be attentive and actively engaged in their learning. 

Consequences for Classroom Policy and/or Procedure Violations: 

1. First violation: Warning – Student will document infraction* 

2. Second violation: Counseling – Student will document infraction 

3. Third violation: Phone call to parent/guardian – Student will document infraction 

4. Fourth violation: Disciplinary Referral 
 

Whenever possible, consequences will be individualized.  Students are expected to take responsibility and play an 

active role in behavioral consequences.  I reserve the right to bypass or modify the above steps when necessary.  

Serious violations, particularly those that pose a safety threat to others, may be referred directly to the 

administration or result in a parent conference.   _________ Parent initials _________ Student initials 

*Documentation of an infraction consists of writing the date, student name and policy / procedure in question.  Students will provide a 

written response indicating how they plan to take greater responsibility for their actions in the future.   



 

 

Make Up Work: 

Make up work will be allowed for excused absences only.  (Late work will not be accepted).  Students are 

responsible for obtaining make up work.  Students have one week to make up missed work or tests.  Students are 

responsible for making arrangements for make up assessments. _______Parent initials  

 _______Student initials 
 

Grading System: 

Work Ethic 10.00% 

Written Work 15.00% 

Tests and Quizzes 25.00% 

Projects 20.00% 

Final 10.00% 

Labs / Lab Reports 20.00% 

Total 100.00% 

 

Work Ethic:  A weekly grade will be assigned for “Work Ethic”.  This will be based on a demonstration 

of: 

� Arriving to class on time 

� Bringing all required materials to class (pen, paper, textbook, notebook, etc.) 

� Being on task at all times 

� Making the best use of classroom time to complete assignments 

� Showing respect to everyone in the classroom 

� Contributing to the class community 

� Finding useful tasks to complete after completing assignments 

Written Work:  This will consist of completing written assignments given on a daily basis, reflections 

on learnings, and essays on assigned topics.  This category includes in class as well as homework 

assignments. 

Tests and Quizzes: Periodic tests and quizzes will be given to assess the concepts and facts learned 

about class topics. 

Projects: Projects will be assigned to help students explore science, solve problems and learn about 

different aspects of environmental science. 

Final Exam: The purpose of the final exam is to provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate 

mastery of environmental science concepts and applications. 

Labs / Lab Reports: Labs and Lab Reports will be performed and composed by students to learn how 

science is done and to learn how scientists document their work for intellectual credit. 

 



 

 

Grading Scale: 

A 90 – 100% Excellent achievement at the assigned performance level 

B 80 – 89% Above average achievement at the assigned performance level 

C 70 – 79% Average achievement at the assigned performance level 

F 0 – 69% Failure to achieve at the assigned performance level 

 

 

 

Major Environmental Science: 

Concepts/Skills 

Science: 

Concepts/Skills 

Flow of energy & cycling of matter  Characteristics of Science 

Interconnection of all life  Records investigations clearly and accurately 

The stability and change in an ecosystem Uses scientific tools 

Conservation and resource allocation Organizes/interprets graphs, tables and charts 

Evaluation of human activity and technology Writes clearly 

 Uses proper units 

 Analyzes scientific data via calculations and 

inference 

 Uses models 

 Asks quality questions 

 Uses technology 

 Uses safety techniques 

(GA DOE) Recognizes the importance of explaining data 

with precision and accuracy 

 

 

Extra Help: 
Tutorial hours are to be announced.  If a student’s class average falls below 80%, they will be expected to make 

arrangements for tutorials or extra help.  A recommendation may be made, in writing, for a student who is in 

danger of failing the course.  Ignoring such a recommendation will result in a violation of the Tech High Parent / 

Student Contract and may be dealt with at the administrative level, resulting in academic probation.  Students are 

responsible for earning academic grades that reflect their true potential for learning.   

 

 

Student signature: _________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

 

 

 

Parent signature: __________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

 

 

 
Student and Parents: Please sign and return the PINK copy for 10 points credit 

Please keep the WHITE copy for your records. 


